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Revelation 3:14-22
Letter to Laodicea: Rev. 3:14 NKJV Introduction: "And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, 
Rev. 3:14b NKJV Title of Jesus: 'These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: Part of this title is found in 1:5 Faithful witness; Jesus adds True here:  Is this a hint that Laodicea is not true? The full title indicates that Jesus has the final word (Amen), and He remains true and faithful witness.  In what way is he the final Word and remains true and faithful in his witness?  John 1:18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. (KJV) Jesus is the Faithful Witness of God His Father, since He is the only begotten from His side.

Historical Background: LAODICEA  “Rule of the people” According to the Holman Dictionary, “A city in southwest Asia Minor on an ancient highway running from Ephesus to Syria ten miles west of Colossae and six miles south of Hierapolis.” Christian communities existed in Laodicea, Colossae, and Hieroplois (Col. 2:1; 4:13-16), though the one in Colossae is the best known. Hierapolis is renowned for its hot springs (the current Turkish government is attempting to harness this geothermal power source). Laodicea was a highly successful commercial and financial center, remains of a theatre, aqueducts, baths, gymnasium and stadium still survive to testify of its former luxury. 
Laodicea was well known in the ancient world for its wealth. The extent of its wealth is illustrated by the fact that Laodicea was rebuilt without the financial help of Rome after the disastrous earthquake of 62 AD [Tacitus, Annals 14:27]. At the junction of roads leading from Ephesus and Smyrna and handling caravan trade as far east as the Yellow River in Punjab by the China Sea, much wealth flowed through Laodicea. It was a city of merchants, bankers, and gold refiners. Cicero held court there and did his banking there. Laodicea earned its wealth from the production of black wool and the banking industry. According to Dave Hocking, “Beautiful garments and carpets were designed from the wool of the black sheep of this region.  The wool was known as extremely soft in texture and glossy black in color, making it highly desirable around the empire.”  A famous school of medicine was there, especially known for an ophthalmic ointment (a mixture of oil and the collyrium powder--described by Aristotle as "Phyrgian powder"), a salve used to treat ears and eyes.
The major weakness of Laodicea was its lack of a water supply. Laodicea stood midway between the hot springs of Hierapolis (north) and the cold waters of Colossae (south). The water was carried south from Hieropolis through a system of stone pipe aqueduct (another sign of Laodicea's wealth). By the time the water reached Laodicea it was lukewarm.

City of Laodicea’s Origins:  According to Chuck Missler, “It was never militarily defendable, so its strategic posture was one of compromise. The city was originally founded by the Ionians about 2000 B.C. as a relatively small town of Diospolis, but in the 19th century B.C. the Hittites added it to their expanding empire. A thousand years later it was captured by the Phrygians and soon afterwards by the Lydians. It was renamed Rhoas, but in about 250 BC it was taken by the Syrians, and Antiochus II rebuilt the town and renamed it after his wife, Laodice.”
Church History: According to Chuck Missler, “The church there was probably founded by Epapras. Col 2:1 implies that it was not visited by Paul, although he addressed a letter to it (Col 4:12-14), which may very well have been a circular letter, a copy of which has been preserved for us as the epistle to the Ephesians. On the other hand, Paul's first letter to Timothy was written by him from Laodicea (1 Tim 6:21). Some 30 years earlier Paul had warned Archippus (thought by some to have been the son of Philemon) to be more diligent in fulfilling his ministry (Col 2:1; 4:16,17). There is a tradition that Archippus had become the bishop of Laodicea. It may have been his weakness which contributed to the spiritual condition of the church here.”
Prophetic Application 1900 – Present (Tribulation?): Why is 1900 chosen as the beginning date? By the late 1800’s, Protestant missions were well established throughout the world thanks to the Great Awakenings of the 1700’s and 1800’s.  These revivals carried over into the early 1900’s. With the Second Great Awakening came the missionary efforts of Great Britain and America during the 19th Century resulting in a worldwide impact. However, while these great moves of God were impacting the world, Satan was busy raising up men who would see this movement undermined and destroyed.  Men such as: 
· Immanuel Kant (1724-1804), Rousseau (1712-78) and G.W.F. Hegel (1770-1831) - dialectic thinking, denying the existence of moral absolutes; they taught that truth is relative and dependent upon experience and man’s reasoning abilities apart from the supernatural (God and the Bible);
· Charles Darwin (1859) – Single-cell-to-Man Evolution questioned the authority of God’s Word; challenged a literal understanding of the Bible, especially Genesis;
· Soren Kierkegaard (1813-55) and Fredrich Nietzsche - introduced and popularized existentialism, or “do your own thing” without regard to other’s morality, a kind of “consenting adults” philosophy; Kierkegaard borrowed from Hegel and promoted Christian neo-orthodoxy which teaches, among other things, the Bible “contains” truth about God’s Word, rather than “is” the literal, inerrant Truth of God’s Word; 
· Julius Welhausen (1844-1918) – thanks to Hegel and Kierkegaard’s input he formed the School of Higher Criticism, which questioned the authorship and authenticity of the Bible; 
· Sigmund Freud - father of modern psychology, an avowed atheist who taught that actions are the result of unconscious drives originating from childhood, and promoted the view that the sexual instinct is the driving force behind all human action; 
· Karl Marx - Father of atheistic Communism, he applied the concept of evolution to socialism;
· John Maynard Keynes - introduced ways to expand the economy through deficit spending and governmental activisim, leading eventually to government entitlements; 

· John Dewey atheist and secular humanist, was the father of progressive education in public schools. This movement encouraged the “do your own thing” philosophy and a move away from traditionalism (e.g. the importance of history); he was also author of the Secular Humanist Manifesto I.
These secular humanistic intellectuals and others like them dropped “thought bombs” on the Christian universities beginning in the mid-1800’s into the early 1900’s. As Christian universities accepted this new methodology of how to approach truth and knowing, seminaries began producing men who increasingly attacked claims that the Bible is the inerrant, absolute, final authority on all issues of life. They proclaimed that the Bible only “contained” truth about God. By the early 1900’s, the Bible was not looked at with the same respect given it just 100 years earlier. With this move away from the Bible as the inerrant, final authority on all issues of life, comes the birth of the “lukewarm” Laodicean church.  

Laodicea means “rule of the people.” When a community of believers becomes insensitive to God’s Word and His Spirit by forcing twisted meanings upon scripture to their own liking then the Laodicean teaching has germinated. This is the Laodicean spirit. 2 Tim 4:3-4 NKJV For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; {4} and they will turn their ears away from the truth…. If a Spirit-filled Pastor finds himself in a growing community of believers with “itching ears” then he either confronts them, risking the loss of his congregation or his job, or he succumbs to the wishes of his congregants and he himself compromises the truth of God’s Word. 
Instead of “sensitivity” to holiness and the truth of God’s Word, the “lukewarm” Laodicean church compromises Biblical values and teachings with theories produced by the sciences, including: the biological, medical, physical, cosmological, sociological, psychological, economical, political sciences, etc. A pressure is brought upon the church to be politically correct in the sciences even if it means compromising God’s Word, and is insensitivity to holiness. For example, the homosexual movement demands that the church ignore or redefine passages dealing with homosexuality as sin; pornographers demand the church to change its definition of what is sexually obscene; lawyers attempt to find technicalities to get around the heart of a law to set free people they know are guilty of breaking the law. The truth of the Bible becomes convoluted with scientific, social, psychological, and politically correct terms intended to assist man in his ambitious goals unifying mankind and his religious belief systems. Anytime God’s Word contradicts these belief systems and appears intolerant, true believers are told to remain silent and to be tolerant of contrary belief systems for the sake of unity, even if holiness is compromised in the process.
In the early 20th Century God raised up Godly men in response to the attack on the Bible, men such as A.A. Hodge, B.B. Warfield, J. Gresham Machen, R.A. Torrey, C.I. Scofield, and others to counter the move against God’s infallible word, and they started what eventually became known as the Fundamentalist Movement, or the Evangelicals.  However, due to pressure by university professors to reject the supernatural and only accept as truth what can be deemed scientific, the move away from the inerrant word of God was in full swing. Universities such as Yale and Harvard that were once a bastion of the evangelical Christian community turned to Julius Welhausen as their hero. They became liberal universities no longer teaching the Bible as inerrant, and the final authority on all issues of life. One estimate cites that by 1801 over 50% of Yale’s students were evangelical Christians many sent out on international missions. Jonathan Edwards, known by many as the father of the modern Missionary Movement, graduated from Yale. Today, Yale is considered primarily a secular university. 

Today, we see a full scale move away from fundamentalism towards Ecumenical compromise of God’s Word. Today, Evangelicals are in the process of uniting with the Roman Catholic Church to present to the world “Evangelicals and Catholics Together: The Christian Mission in the 3rd Millennium.”  The catch-phrase is “infiltration is better than separation;” meaning infiltration of liberal denominations is better than separation from liberal unbelief and error. This union of Liberal Roman Catholics, with Liberal Protestants and Liberal Evangelicals/Fundamentalists is resulting in confusion to unbelievers as to the mission of the church. It’s like the days of the book of Judge’s, “they did that which is right in their own eyes;” like a Biblical Smorgasbord they pick and choose what is most appealing to them; if you want “Gay” Bishops in the church then pick and choose the scriptures that best support your position. If you want to be gay or commit adultery then pick and choose what best supports your gay lifestyle or your adulterous affairs. For the sake of tolerance or confrontation-avoidance, it appears the lukewarm church will continue to grow until Jesus calls the Laodicean “remnant” and other Type I and II believer’s to go to His Father’s House (John 14:1-3) with Him in the Rapture.

Commendation: None
Rev. 3:15 NKJV Rebuke (Shortfall): "I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. {16} "So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. Can you see the imagery here and how it relates to Laodicea’s daily life?  First, Jesus said Laodicea is neither cold nor hot, meaning they have no sensitivity to the things of God. How do you know when something is cold or hot unless the sensitivity of your nerves indicates otherwise? Lukewarmness has no sensitivity. Laodicea is lukewarm, indifferent to things of God.  He spits them out of His mouth.  Jesus can work with those who are cold or hot.  Those who are cold or hot are at least sensitive to the things of God, whether they desire to draw closer to Him, because they are hot, or they are convicted by their sin, cold in their relationship to Him.
Rev. 3:17 NKJV "Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'; The feeling here is one of self-sufficiency. A true spiritual foundation is laid only in Christ, not human effort.  Through the evolving process of the human mind, this church claims they can do anything.  However Jesus says …and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked; notice that they were naked. They did not have on garments of righteousness. Remember Sardis? Also, notice the contrast between the churches of Laodicea and Smyrna. Jesus considered Smyrna rich, even though they were materially poor, while He considered Laodecia poor, even though they were materially rich. In fact, Jesus saw Laodicea as wretched and miserable too. APPLICATION: There are many believers today that have much material wealth, but inside they are wretched and miserable. Jesus makes it clear that material wealth does not bring true joy and peace to one’s soul, He is the only One that can do that for you! We read in Mat 11:28 NKJV "Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. {29} "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls." The Greek for “souls” is psuche from whence comes psychology. Jesus is our Chief Psychologist.
Rev. 3:18 NKJV Exhortation (Warning): "I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; reference to the banking industry on which Laodicea relied …and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; reference to the textile industry specializing in black wool, notice contrast of black to white and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see reference to the medical school and the eye salve that was developed.  In verse 18 Jesus admonishes them by using metaphorical expressions of wealth in the market place to apply to their relationship with Him, as follows:
· Jesus admonished them to become rich like the poor in Smyrna, the suffering and persecuted church, by buying gold refined in the fire. This meant that they were to seek to be refined in their relationship with Jesus by allowing Him to discipline them for their sins. 
· Those in Laodicea were also admonished to buy from Jesus white garments! Which garments were these? Are they the outer garment of righteousness based on justification and the finished work of Christ (positional overcoming)? Or are these inner garments of righteousness based on the sanctifying work of Christ as they learned to “walk in the Spirit” (experiential overcoming)? Since this church is a mostly unsaved Type III believers, they need both garments. They need to be saved positionally by the blood of Jesus, His work on the cross (justification); and they need to experientially develop a relationship with Him by seeking to continually abide in Christ (sanctification). 
· They are to buy salve for their spiritual eyes that they may see that Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one can come to the Father, except by Jesus and through Him only.
Rev. 3:19 NKJV "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. This church has a chance.  Even though it appears there is no hope, Jesus gives them an opportunity to repent and turn back to him. {20} "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. In this picture, we see Jesus standing outside the door of the church, knocking and asking to come inside.  Jesus is the perfect gentleman waiting for the door to be opened.  He will not force His way.  
Rev. 3:21 NKJV Promise to Overcomer: "To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. Rom. 8:17 “Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.”
Rev. 3:22 NKJV Invitation / Closure: "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches."'" Does closure at this point suggest the majority of this church enters into the Tribulation?
A REVIEW of Three Types of Christians: From man’s point of view there are basically three types of visible Christians, visible in the sense of behavior and actions (James 2:18-19). 

(1) Type I “abides in Christ” by faith (John 15:4-5); continues in Christ (living a transformed life; Jesus says, “you shall know them by their fruit,” or fruit of the Spirit -- Gal. 5:22-23). They have learned to “[bring] every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,” (2 Cor. 10:5). All Christians should strive to be perfect, to be a Type I believer (Phil. 3:14; Matt. 5:48). Type I Christians are commonly found where persecution and suffering is greatest, such as Smyrna; and where believers have “kept God’s Word” and have “not denied His name,” such as Philadelphia. God knows who these Christians are, but men do not know, since no man can truly know the heart. 
(2) The Type II Christian is carnal, and could possibly be “ashamed” at the time of Jesus coming for His church (1 John 2:28).  The church of Corinth was considered by Paul to be carnal, or Type II (1 Cor. 3:1-4); but he also referred to them as sanctified (1 Cor. 1:2). The carnal Christian demonstrates little fruit in their actions.  The fruit is there, but very little. They often wrestle with the acts of the flesh with few victories. Paul identifies acts of the flesh, including: absence of love, jealousy, selfish ambition, adultery, idolatry, hatred, strife, heresies, discord, slander, envy, murders, drunkenness (Gal. 5:19-21 NIV; 1 Cor. 3:3, 6:9-10,15-20 KJV). This Christian eventually recognizes their sin and does repent, sometimes only in response to God’s discipline as described in Heb. 12:5-13. This Christian will be saved, though as by fire (1 Cor. 3:12-15). There are “those” in Pergamos who are an example of carnality, or Type II Christianity. Most true Christians struggle to be delivered from Type II attributes (Gal. 5:17). Victory over the flesh comes as this Christian repents (2 Cor. 7:9-10) and confesses sin (1 John 1:9) and learns to be led of the Spirit (Gal. 5:18).
(3) Type III Christians are Christians by name only, or professing Christians. They claim to be Christians but are not. This Christian goes through the motions of the Type I and Type II Christian by doing good works and pretending to be repentant.  However, they still practice idolatry in their daily lives (Rev. 2:20-21, Gal. 5:21, 1 Cor. 6:9-10); they are spiritually dead to God (Rev. 3:1); and they care most about worldly riches (Rev. 3:17). True godly sorrow and repentance over sin is absent (2 Cor. 7:9-10). There is little hope of salvation for this so-called Christian! However, Jesus implies that there is still time to repent: Rev. 2:21,22;  3:2,3;  3:19. The majority of those living in Thyatira, Sardis, and Laodicea are examples of this type of church. Mat 7:13 NKJV "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.
A Summary of the Seven Churches: These seven churches are representative of all denominations of all time and history. 

· The church of Ephesus points to a doctrinally sound church that has left her first love Jesus. Jesus tells them to repent, or lose their lampstand. They are predominantly Type II in their relationship to Jesus.
· The church of Smyrna points to a suffering church that faces daily tribulation; Jesus has no rebuke for them, but He does admonish them to be faithful to Jesus until the end. Jesus does not call upon Smyrna to repent. They are predominantly Type I in their relationship to Jesus.
· The church of Pergamos has “those” who follow the doctrine of Balaam instead of Jesus giving in to worldly compromise for the sake of greedy gain. Jesus calls them to repent, or He will fight them with the sword of His mouth. They are predominantly Type II in their relationship to Jesus.
· The church of Thyatira, though highly commended for love, service, faith and patience, no longer worshipped Jesus as the only God, but tolerated false gods in her midst. Thyatira is called on to repent, or be cast into the great tribulation. They are predominantly Type III in their relationship to Jesus.
· The church of Sardis even though busy with activities has no relationship with Jesus because they are spiritually dead. Sardis is called upon to repent, or Jesus will come to them “as a thief.” They are predominantly Type III in their relationship to Jesus.
· The church of Philadelphia has little strength, has kept His Word and not denied the name of Jesus. Jesus does not call upon Philadelphia to repent, but tells them they will be kept from the “hour of trial.” They are predominantly Type I in their relationship to Jesus. 
· The church of Laodicea is lukewarm and in need of nothing because of her great wealth, whom Jesus says He will spew out of His mouth unless they repent. They are predominantly Type III in their relationship to Jesus.
